
Minutes of Humanists of Linn County Board of Directors Meeting                         May 25, 2017  
 
Abbreviations used:  HLC=Humanists of Linn County ,  FB=Facebook,  FTF-Freethinking Families 
 
The May 25, 2017 meeting of Humanists of Linn County (HLC) was called to order at 6:05 pm.  
 
Board Members In Attendance:  Rocky Gissler, Connie Clancey, Alan Diehl, Paul Pompi, Derek 
Nolan, Joe Stutler, Adam Blyth, Marcia Swift.  A quorum is present.  
Others in Attendance-Haley Hegland, Samantha Weber, Jim Ketchum 
 
The minutes of the April 25, 2017 meeting were reviewed and corrected to reflect that Marcia 
Swift is not the chair of the Science in Schools committee and that Joe Stutler was present at the 
April meeting.  A motion to approve the corrected minutes was made and seconded.  The report 
was approved by the board.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  A $2,200 balance on hand was reported.  This is the amount remaining after 
payment for annual MeetUp fees;   no further debt.  A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report 
was made and seconded.  The report was approved by the board.  
 
Adopt-A-Highway clean-up occurred on May 6 and went well.  Suggestion:  expand the crew to 9 in 
order to increase efficiency and shorten the duration of the clean-up.  
 
Committee Reports:  

 
Science in Schools, Outreach/Volunteer Opportunity, Fundraising and Endowment Exploration 
committees: no urgent business.   
   
Freethinking Families (FTF):  The chair reported that the group has been active including a recent 
clean up at Palisades Park.  The books previously purchased for the FTF library are now labelled 
with HLC seals and a wheeled carrying case was purchased to take the library to FTF events.  Book 
titles will be posted on the FTF page. The lending of the books will be documented and the 
expectation that lost books will be replaced by the borrower will probably be the policy but details 
of the process are still being worked out.  
 Camp Quest will be in Madrid, Iowa this year. The tuition is $599 for 6 days (Aug 6-12).  A 
representative of the camp may come speak to FTF.  Assuming that tuition cost will be a factor for 
some families, the board discussed providing scholarships, the criteria for scholarship application, 
determination of need and follow-up with scholarship applicants.  Information about the camp 
and an offer of tuition assistance will be posted on the HLC and/or FTF pages with a 6/15 
application deadline.  A total of $300 was suggested as the amount to be distributed but the final 
decision will not be made until we know the level of interest.  
 A trip to the Devonian Fossil Gorge is in the early planning stages and a Humanist tour 
guide with some expertise was requested.  Candidates for tour guide will be explored as will the 
availability of tour guides from Iowa’s Department of Natural Resources or other agencies 
affiliated with the gorge. 

Some items for FTF promotion were requested:  flyers with educational/contact 
information, a FTF logo,  a FTF email address.   HCL flyers/cards/buttons/stickers are being 



designed so once a FTF logo is available, FTF flyers/ cards/buttons/stickers can also be designed.   
Email addresses were discussed and we anticipate a series of HLC addresses that allow members 
to communicate with an officer or committee without using personal email. Something such as 
president@(HLC domain name).com will be created which will be automatically forwarded to the 
personal email of the correct contact person, updated when necessary.  In addition to facilitating 
communications, some sort of domain names appears necessary to take advantage of free non-
profit organizational/communication tools.  It was moved, seconded and approved that 
PR/Communications chair set up the HLC domain name and officer specific emails.   
 
PR/Communications:   Jim lead a discussion of how do we get more members, how do we get 
existing members to become more active and how do we organize an increased membership to 
create a vibrant secular community in Linn County?  Suggestions:  revisit the MeetUp and 
Facebook pages to make them more engaging and to add variety (such as changing the home page 
photo frequently).   Consider a counterpart to coffee MeetUps which would be more business and 
less social so members could get a feel for the power of the group, participate, donate, brainstorm, 
etc.  Provide several levels of membership (regular, life, sustaining, etc.).   In addition to the 
automatic email sent to a new members on MeetUp, make personal contact to welcome them, find 
out interests, etc.   Create a FAQ page in MeetUp to answer basic questions about humanism or 
HLC.  Determine needs of existing members and of humanists living in Linn County; create roles 
for them in the group by forming committees and/or sub-groups for issues or socializing.  To find 
out these needs, consider focus groups, networking with local secular groups in the county, at 
local colleges, etc.   Think of a way to allow members/donors to feel included without publicizing 
their membership in case it interferes with other community groups/functions they serve.  The 
Fundraising Committee was amended to Fundraising/Membership with Jim joining this 
committee.    
 
Upcoming Events: 

Members should RSVP on Facebook and MeetUp for events they will attend.  This assists in 
planning and page viewers can see that members are engaged in these activities. 
 

Spring Picnic-Food for Free Thought, Sunday, June 4 from 11-1, Daniels Park –HLC to 
provide burgers, dogs, portabella mushrooms, buns, beverages; members to bring a side dish, 
dessert or chips and yard games.  FTF will publicize this and coordinate food contributions. 

 
Iowa City Pride Festival - Sat June 17, 9 am, Iowa City Ped Mall.  HLC will take a table, a 

canopy, signs, t-shirts, flyers, buttons, etc.  
 
Trek Fest 2017, Sat June 24, Riverside, IA—Tables provided. HLC will have a booth and 

march in the parade.  Table and canopy provided. We will take signs, t-shirts, flyers, buttons, etc.  
Costumes not required but add to the fun. 

 
Invocation at City Council Meeting - Tuesday, June 27, 4 pm.    
Freedom, Festival Parade, Saturday July 1, 9 a.m. (16th Ave and 3rd St SE)—HLC will march 

with some type of red/white/blue items to honor the theme. 
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CR Pride Fest, Saturday July 8m 11 am, NewBo City Market-- HLC will take a table, a 
canopy, signs, t-shirts, flyers, buttons, etc.  We bought a ½ page ad from Pride Fest.  

 
Annual symposium:   “Raising Secular Children in a Religious World” - August 26 ,2017 at 

Indian Creek Nature Center (date corrected from April minutes).  Planning is in process.  
 

 
Old Business 

 
CR Farmers Market—we did not get a booth but may use the newly purchased T Rex 

costume to walk around the market with flyers/informational materials.  
Ten Commandments Monument and Veterans Memorial - Athiests in Foxholes Monument.  

These are both approved and the PR committee is exploring what is necessary to go forward. 
 

The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Submitted by 
 
Connie Clancey, Secretary.  

 
 


