
Humanists   of   Linn   County 
Board   mee�ng   July   27,   2017 

 
MINUTES   Mee�ng   of   Humanists   of   Linn   County 
 
VISION:   We   envision   a   world   where   being   good   without   a   god   is   an   accepted   and   respected   way   of   life,   where   science,   reason,   compassion,  
and   crea�vity   guide   both   public   policy   and   personal   accountability   and   where   contribu�ons   to   the   greater   good   of   humanity   and   the   planet 
allow  
all   individuals   to   lead   ethical   lives   of   personal   fulfilment. 
 
MISSION:   Our   mission   is   to   create   a   suppor�ve   and   vibrant   non-theist   community   in   Eastern   Iowa   through   secular   educa�on,   community   and  
poli�cal   ac�vism   and   the   promo�on   of   reason,   compassion   and   cri�cal   thinking. 
 
Abbrevia�ons   used:   HLC=Humanists   of   Linn   County   ,   FB=Facebook,   FTF-Freethinking   Families,      PBB-Paren�ng   Beyond   Belief   (symposium   �tle), 
FT-   Free   Thinkers,      IPR   –   Iowa   Public   Radio 
 
Date   7/27/2017 
Called   to   order   6:   10   PM 
Loca�on   Noodles   and   Company 
Purpose:   Business   mee�ng 
In   A�endance: 
xRoxanne   Gissler  
xAlan   Diehl 
xConnie   Clancey 
      Paul   Pompi 
xDerek   Nolan 
      Joe   Stutler 
xAdam   Blythe 
x   Marcia   Swi� 
Other   a�endees:   Dennis   C,   Jess 
 
QUORUM   present   yes 
 
Approval   of   June   minutes-approved. 
 
Treasurer’s   Report:   over   $3000.      Comments   on   funding   of   symposium   to   follow.      Report   approved.  
 
Commi�ee   Reports: 
 

Membership/Fundraising   –   Marcia—see   Symposium   Commi�ee 
 
Ad   Hoc   Video   Commi�ee   -   Joe,   Alan,   Adam,   Morgan—No   report   today;      mee�ng   planned   for   Sunday. 
 
Nomina�on   Commi�ee   –   Rocky   for   Gary   P.      Gary   has   sent   an   email   sta�ng   board   posi�ons   up   for 
elec�on   this   year:      President,   Secretary,   Treasurer,   and   At   large.      A   brief   descrip�on   of   all   four   posi�ons 
is   now   included   on   MeetUp.      Note—a   more   detailed   descrip�on   will   be   needed   for   the   SOP   manual   we 
are   working   on.  

Symposium   commi�ees 
Marke�ng —Marcia--flyers   and   posters   to   be   put   up.      Prior   to   the   board   mee�ng,   assignments 
were   mailed   to   people   who   volunteered   to   put   up   posters/flyers.   Addi�onal   sites   for   adver�sing 
were   discussed   at   the   mee�ng   and   some   volunteers   will   put   up   addi�onal   posters.  

 



Fundraising —Marcia/Rocky--Gofundme   account--we   now   have   money   to   pay   bills   for   the 
symposium   with   funds   and   dona�ons.      The   GoFundMe   might   be   be�er   used   as   a   fall   general 
fundraiser.   If   we   set   up   fall   and   spring   fundraisers   �ed   to   the   general   fund   for   a   variety   of 
ac�vi�es,   we   could   get   more   dona�ons.      Marcia   moved   and   Derek   seconded   to   move 
Gofundme   to   fall   and   �e   it   in   with   fall   fundraisers.      Mo�on   carried.  

Other   sources   of   fundraising   in   general   are   coffee   dona�ons,   private   dona�ons,   tshirts.  

Silent   auc�on   items   will   be   symposium   fundraising   items.      So   far   these   include:   quilt,   massage, 
photos,   autographed   copy   of    Bad   Jesus    by   Hector   Avalos,   autographed   copies   of   PBB   and   FT 
books.   Hawkeye   basket,   a   simple   will,   2   planters. 

Dinner   for   speaker--   Several   venues   were   men�oned   but   no   decision   was   reached.      We   will   not 
put   this   on   meet   up;      it   will   be   organized   privately. 

Publicity —Rocky   for   Joe—Joe   is   se�ng   up   interviews   with   Dale   McGowan   by   local   media.   We 
do   not   yet   know   costs   or   schedule   for   these.         We   will   not   organize   a   book   signing   but   CR   library 
will   take   purchase   requests   for   his   books.   HLC   can   make   such   a   request   without   making   that 
actual   purchase.      There   will   be   adver�sements   on   IPR   if   affordable. 

Kid   track   ac�vi�es --Connie--The   commi�ee   is   tenta�vely   made   up   of   Connie,   Sarah   and   Denny. 
These   are   adults   that   will   stay   with   the   kids.   Commi�ee   advisors   Hayley   and   Joe   will   help   but 
have   other   du�es   or   wish   to   a�end   the   seminar.      There   is   a   tenta�ve   schedule   of   events 
including   science   experiments,   cartooning,   storytelling   and   snacks.      We   will   schedule   the   nature 
walk   while   the   parents   are   on   break   to   avoid   ‘separa�on   issues’.      One   adult   break   will   be   at   3 
and   another   either   earlier   or   later   in   the   a�ernoon.            We   will   need   an   accurate   as   RSVP   as 
possible   so   we   can   plan   for   ac�vi�es/group   size.  
 
Concerns   from   FTF   were   presented   regarding   cash   that   parents   will   need   to   bring.      It   was 
clarified   that   HLC   will   pay   for   the   nature   walk   and   snacks.         FTF   concerns   about   parents   and   kids 
<5   were   discussed.   FTF   volunteer   will   bring   toys   for   quiet   play   but   parents   will   s�ll   be 
responsible   for   their   children   under   5.      We   may   try   to   find   a   HLC   member   or   teenager   willing   to 
sit   in   the   quiet   ac�vity   area   with   the   small   children   or   parents   may   want   to   sit   there   with   their 
children . 
 

   Old   business 
Remarks   (if   necessary)   on   events   occurring   since   last   board   mee�ng-Humanists   go   to   CR 
PrideFest   July   8--tremendous   success 
 
SOP   Manual—goal:   officers   to   provide   wri�en   descrip�on   of   du�es.tabled   for   now.   keep 
working   on   your   job   descrip�on.   Compared   to   summaries   of   du�es   in   the   nomina�on   email, 
more   informa�on   for   the   SOP   manual   is   needed. 
 
Adam   –PBB   flyers,   posters   done.         Working   with   Hayley   on   FTF   items   such   as   a   tablecloth   for   FTF. 
Graphics   work   is   being   priori�zed   to   events   coming   up.   T   shirts   are   first   priority,      but   would   like 
flyer   for   symposium.   Likely   to   be   a   simple   one   right   now   with   development   to   more   informa�ve 
document   later.   Possibly   include   mission,vision,   ac�vi�es,   accomplishments--approx   4   x   6   or 
quarter   page   for   first   version. 
 
Adam   and   Alan   –   Get   together   and   get   the   videos   done   that   we   need   for   the   automa�cally 
generated   email   that   goes   out   to   new   Meetup   members.         To   start,   suggest   two   2   or   3   minute 



videos—1)   what   Secular   Humanism   is   and   2)   what   HLC   does.   The   group   favored   clips   of   several 
members   and   their   comments   on   HLC   be   included—for   variety,      informal   feel.      We   cannot   move 
forward   on   things   un�l   we   have   these   to   include   in   our   new   “About   Us”   and      FAQ.   See   “ad   hoc 
video   commi�ee.” 
 
Paul   and   Derek   –   Recommenda�ons   for   bookkeeping   and   membership   so�ware   are   being 
explored.   This   combina�on   of   func�onality   seems   to   come   with   a   price.      What   do   we   call 
acceptable?      See   discussion   with   Dennis   below   because   a   third   factor—website 
func�onality—might   be   considered   when   making   final   decisions. 
 
Rocky   –   Work   on   “About   Us”   and   FAQ.   Need   video   for   these   things.   S�ll   to   do:      Send   email   to 
membership   asking   for   commi�ee   volunteers.      Also,   look   over   what   kind   of   ques�ons   people 
ask   or   set   up   a   focus   group   of   newer   members   to   get   feedback   on   ques�ons   they   have   so   FAQ 
will   be   relevant. 
 

New   business   or   events   occurring   before   next   board   mee�ng   posted   on   FB   and   MeetUp 
 

Annual   symposium:         “Raising   Secular   Children   in   a   Religious   World”,         August   26,   2017   at   Indian 
Creek   Nature   Center  
 
Annual   mee�ng--Now   changed   to   October   15th   at   Karma.   The   board   agreed   that      we   should 
buy   breakfast   for   a�endees   as   we   did   last   year.      Need   annual   report,   too:      Secretary   summarizes 
commi�ee   reports   into   one   annual   report   document   including   accomplishments.   The   annual 
report   should   show   good   stewardship   of   funds   to   a�ract   donors.      Include   plans   and   goals. 
Addressing   Annual   Report   goals,   each   commi�ee   chairperson   should   provide   a   dra�   of   the 
commi�ee   report      to   Connie   by   next   board   mee�ng   8/24   for   assembly   into   full   report   prior   to 
annual   mee�ng. 
 
Karma   Coffee   Café—private   coffee   mee�ngs   appear   to   be   successful   in   terms   of   increasing 
a�endance.      Hopefully   donors   will   follow.      This   mee�ng   format   would   work   very   well   for   invi�ng 
candidates   for   Mayor   and   City   Council.      Privacy   means   we   could   share   our   mission,   goals,   and 
accomplishments   with   them   and   obtain   their   views   on   issues   such   as   separa�on   of   church   and 
state.      Joe   is   working   on   bringing   in   candidates.  
 
Adopt-A-Road   and   how   we   can   make   it   part   of   the   the   county's   new   Adopt-A-Roadway   for 
Pollinators   program.      Rocky,   Bev   and   Ian   went   to   the   pollinator   event   and   are   enthusias�c   about 
incorpora�ng   milkweed   plan�ng   into   our   highway   cleanup.         Milkweed   would   go   in   bo�om   or 
side   of   ditch.         This   plan�ng   may   be   difficult   to   do   on   our   4   mile   sec�on   of   highway   (2   miles   each 
side)   and   would   require   more   volunteers.      Nov   1-15   is   the   target   set   for   plan�ng   by   the 
Pollinators   program.  
 
Membership   website—Dennis—website   that   tracks   membership,   provides   a   means   to   become 
a   member,   communicates   with   members,   tracks   events   is   desirable.      FB,   MeetUp,   EventBrite   are 
currently   being   used   and   have   pros/cons.   Membershipworks   is   a   website   design   so�ware   from 
WordPress.   One   can   create   a   website   that   tracks   memberships,   sends   reminders   for 
memberships   due,   event   reminders,   dona�ons   possible,   blogging   possible.   The   board   agrees 
that   a   central   site   for   informa�on/communica�on   seems   desirable.      Membershipworks   offers 
services   to   50   paid   members   free;   above   50,   a   monthly   cost   will   be   applied.   Hos�ng   pla�orms 
offered--choose   the   one   that   meets   our   needs.      Dennis   suggests   we   set   up   something   that   will 
persist   regardless   of   who   is   on   the   board.      We   need   to   define   what   we   want.      Prototype   set   up 



and   looks   good.    www.humanist.dennisdcarpenter.com .      Some   sugges�ons   of   what   we   want:      1) 
easiest   maintenance--should   we   assign   to   a   commi�ee   for   mul�ple   responsible   people?   2) 
membership   can   be   easily   started   and   maintained;      levels   can   be   set   up.      Derek   looking   at 
accoun�ng   so�ware   some   of   which   can   do   some   of   these   func�ons.      More   comparisons   to   do. 
$25-40/mo   for   accoun�ng   so�ware.         Note   that   they   all   charge   something.      Derek      is   looking   at 
aplos.com.      Derek   and   Dennis   will   put   together   a   1   page   shopping   list--needs   for   accoun�ng, 
membership,   etc.   --to   select   so�ware 

FYI--Rocky   sent   grant   report   to   AHA,   comple�ng   details   of   our   past   grant   and   se�ng   us   up   to 
apply   for   Another   grant   next   year. 

Derek   moved      to   adjourn.      Adam   seconded.   Mee�ng   was   adjourned   at   7:59. 
 

Submi�ed   by   Connie   Clancey,   Secretary 

 

http://www.humanist.dennisdcarpenter.com/

