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Message From The President 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Humanists of Linn County had a busy and successful 
year. In addition to our many usual social activities, HLC 
continued to be a state leader in the secular community 
and has also established itself as a model for other 
Humanist groups nationally. There were four events in 
particular that highlighted the year. 
 
Potentially, the greatest accomplishment this year has 
been the establishment of and continuing support for 
Freethinking Families of Linn County. This appears to 
be unprecedented, or at least a rarity among groups like 
ours. This was demonstrated through the American 
Humanist Association’s request we provide a report to 
them about the formation of FFLC, our support, and our 
“Parenting Beyond Belief Workshop” with Dale McGowan 
so that they may pass on that information to other groups, particularly those who are 
trying to reach the young family demographic in their area. Providing continuing support 
of FFLC is, therefore, of high priority in the coming years.  
 
Another highlight of the year was the conception and establishment of “Reason on the 
Hill,” an event held at the state capitol in conjunction with the first Humanist invocation 
at the House of Representatives. We invited member groups of the Iowa Coalition of 
Reason and several other secular friendly groups to join us in the capitol rotunda to 
provide information to all interested parties about our groups and the importance of 
maintaining the wall of separation between church and state. Iowa Atheists and 
Freethinkers and the Humanist Society of Iowa were able to join us and it was a 
successful endeavor that we plan to make an annual event.  
 

Our Science in Schools program was successful for a second year. Roosevelt Middle 
School was the recipient and we presented them with $1,000 worth of equipment they 
had selected. We surpassed our fundraising goal by $200 dollars. The success of this 
program has surpassed our expectations and it is our goal to firmly establish it as one of 
our main programs of support for the community.  
 
Finally, we organized our second workshop/symposium. Because of the establishment 
of Freethinking Families of LInn County, we decided to do a “Parenting Beyond Belief” 
workshop and were able to bring in noted author and educator, Dale McGowan, to 
speak and present. Additionally, we had a separate track for kids 5-years-old and up. 
This enabled many parents to attend who otherwise may not have been able to due to 

Roxanne Gissler,  Board President 

Humanists of Linn County 
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the expense of childcare. It is clear that this type of provision is key to the success of 
groups such as FFLC. Two large private donations, free will donations at the door, and 
a silent auction enabled us to break even. Much was learned from this effort and we 
have a clearer idea of what will be required in the future to maintain this as a yearly 
educational contribution to the community. 
 
The success of the past year was due to the hard work, generosity, and dedication of 
the board and the membership. We have firmly established recurring community and 
educational projects and events and will continue to do so in the future. In his workshop, 
Dale McGowan said there were three things that a group such as ours needed to be 
successful; self-care of individuals and the group, community care, and child care. 
These things are compatible with our mission and our vision. We look forward to 
continuing our growth and success. 

 
Thank you! 
 

Roxanne Gissler 
 

 

 

Vision 

We envision a world where being good without a god is an accepted and respected way 
of life, where science, reason, compassion, and creativity guide both public policy and 
personal accountability and where contributions to the greater good of humanity and the 
planet allow all individuals to lead ethical lives of personal fulfilment. 

 

 

Mission 

Our mission is to create a supportive and vibrant non-theist community in Eastern Iowa 
through secular education, community, and political activism and the promotion of 
reason, compassion, and critical thinking. 
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The science faculty at Roosevelt Middle 

school and some members of Humanists of 

Linn County on the day the new science 

equipment was presented to the school.   

A workshop by Dale McGowan, an 

American author, speaker, and 

philanthropist who has written and 

edited several books related to 

parenting without religion, was held at 

Indian Creek Nature Center.    

 

Freethinking Families of Linn County 

This group for parents raising secular kids of all ages 

offers opportunities to socialize with other non-religious 

families and support one another in a positive 

environment free of any religious traditions or rituals. They 

even have their own lending library that includes children's 

books as well as books for parents. 

 

 

Science in Schools 

Our Science in Schools program raises 

money to donate new science equipment to 

one middle school in Linn County each year.  

Teachers select equipment which will create 

an exciting exploratory learning environment 

that facilitates development of critical thinking 

skills.   The enthusiasm for this program has 

us looking at more frequent or larger 

equipment purchases as fundraising becomes 

more successful.  

 

 

Annual symposium 

Humanists of Linn County together with Iowa 

Atheists and Freethinkers present an annual 

symposium intended to provide our community with 

an opportunity to discuss important issues in a 

secular environment.    Last year’s symposium 

(Death and Dying Beyond Belief-- exploring end-of-

life issues from a non-theistic perspective) and this 

year’s symposium (Parenting Beyond Belief—

raising critical thinking kids without religion)  have 

addressed two very different needs of our secular 

community and the response has confirmed the 

need to continue these programs.   

Freethinking Families enjoyed 

an outing to the Devonian 

Fossil Gorge.  

Programs 
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Community Outreach and Activism 

Our Community Outreach and Activism activities are intended to support the community either 
financially or with a public endorsement.  Whether it is obtaining proclamations from government 
agencies for the recognition of important secular occasions, speaking to local organizations, or 
appearing at various community events such as parades, Humanists of Linn County was 
involved in a wide variety of events. Some required planning and some arose spontaneously as 
we became aware of news stories or social media posts.  Some were quite serious and others 
were for fun.  This year, there were some ‘firsts’ for Linn County:  President Rocky Gissler was 
the first Humanist to give an invocation at a meeting of both the Cedar Rapids City Council and 
the Iowa House of Representatives, and HLC organized the first Reason on the Hill Day in Des 
Moines which was also attended by Iowa Atheists and Freethinkers, The Humanist Society of 
Iowa, and Iowa Coalition of Reason.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rep. Art Staed,  Roxanne "Rocky" Gissler,  Dr. 

Hector Avalos, Rep. Liz Bennett, Rep. Ako Abdul-

Samad at Reason on the Hill, Des Moines, IA.  

HLC booth at Trek Fest 2017, Riverside, IA.   Pride Fests 2017, Cedar 

Rapids and Iowa City, IA 

Governor Terry Brandstad’s Day of 

Reason Proclamation 

Women’s March 2017, Des Moines, IA. 

Programs (continued) 
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Summary of Activities  
OCTOBER 23, 2016 – OCTOBER 14, 2017  

 
 
October 2016 

 Participated in “Humanism  in Science Fiction” Panel at ICON 
 
November 2016  

 Participated in rallies supporting Standing Rock, Muslims, Immigrants, and Racial 
Minorities.  

 VP Alan Diehl participated in the Inter-Religious Council of Linn County 
Thanksgiving Service. 

 Began investigation into Ten Commandments monument on city property and “In 
God We Trust” monument at All Veterans Memorial Park. 

 
December 2016 

 Attended the Inter-Religious Council of Linn County Annual Dinner.  

 Scheduled Festivus party cancelled due to weather. 
 
January 2017  

 Participated in Women’s March in Des Moines a 

 Attended a Forum on protecting Arab, Muslim, Sikh, and South Asian 
Communities. 
 

February 2017 

 Raised funds through GoFundMe campaign for Science in School. Raised $1200 
or $200 above goal so $200 extra dollars will be rolled over into 2017 Science in 
Schools effort.  

 VP Alan Diehl participated in the Inter-Religious Council of Linn County Show of 
Unity: Prayers and Meditations for Immigrants & Refugees held at Community of 
Christ Church in Hiawatha. 

 
March 2017  

 Hosted Wayne Marlow who gave presentation titled, “Building Critical Thinking 
Skills and Recognizing Pseudoscience.” 

 Freethinking Families of Linn County formed and held first outing to the CR 
Library. 

 Nominated VP Alan Diehl  for AHA President’s Award. Decision will be made in 
February of 2018. 

 
April 2017 

 Presented Science in Schools equipment to Roosevelt Middle School.  

 President Rocky Gissler spoke at Freedom to Believe Rally in Des Moines. 

 President Rocky Gissler gave first Humanist invocation to the State House of 
Representatives and HLC co-hosted the first Reason on the Hill Day.  
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Summary of Activities (continued) 
 

 Received Day of Reason proclamations from the Linn County Board of 
Supervisors and City of Cedar Rapids.  

 VP Alan Diehl spoke at Unity Center CR on topic, “What is Secular Humanism?”  

 Began exploration of establishing an endowment  through the Greater Cedar 
Rapids Community Foundation. $2500 needed to establish the endowment and 
$10,000 needed to begin making dispersals. 

 

May 2017 

 Received Day of Reason Proclamations from the State of Iowa and City of 
Marion. 

 Held our Adopt-A-Highway clean-up. 
 
June 2017 

 Held spring Food for Freethought Picnic.  

 Had table at Iowa City PrideFest.  

 Had table and walked in TrekFest parade in Riverside, IA.  

 President Rocky Gissler gave first Humanist invocation at Cedar Rapids City 
Council meeting. 

 
July 2017 

 Had table at Cedar Rapids PrideFest.  
 
August 2017  

 Hosted “Parenting Beyond Belief Workshop” with Dale McGowan.  

 VP Alan Diehl spoke twice at Unity CR on “An Atheist’s View on the Bible” and 
“Our Brief Moment in the Sun.” 

 
September 2017  

 Participated in  “Humanism”, “Religions of the Future” and “Why Do We Believe 
False Things?”  panels at ICON42  
 

October 2017  

 VP Alan Diehl participated in end-of-life panel discussion sponsored by the 
MedQ. The initial invitation was received from Steve Knudson (pastor of First 
Lutheran) who serves on the Inter-religious Council. 
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Resources and Financial Management  

Membership 

The cost of a membership in HLC is $20 annually ($10 for retirees and 
students).  Currently, there are 35 paid members in HLC.  Only paid members may vote 
at the Annual Meeting.   
 

Increasing paid membership is in the HLC 5 Year Plan.  One of our members is working 
on the development of a Membership Platform online.  The Platform will be for members 
only and perhaps will offer an incentive for people to join.   Members will be able to read 
about events, programs, etc. and can join or renew a membership online.   This site will 
generate an email to members as a reminder when their annual fees are due.  It will 
also maintain a database for HLC.   
 

The Membership/Fundraising Committee will be making a recommendation to the Board 
of HLC to establish a tiered membership system with incentive gifts at each 
level.  Membership solicitation materials are being developed to be used at coffees, 
symposiums, and tabling events. 

 

Fundraising 

HLC has raised funds allocated for specific programs.   
 

In the winter of 2017, HLC raised $1200 for the purchase of equipment for the Science 
Department at Roosevelt Middle School in Cedar Rapids.  This is an annual project with 
the funds going to McKinley Middle School in 2016.  Consideration is being given to 
using an application process for these funds and informing the Science faculty of all 
middle schools in Linn County that they may apply.  In this way, we would be reaching 
out to more people, informing them about the mission of HLC.   
 

HLC raised $2500 in donations toward the $3250 speaker, venue, refreshment, printing 
and publicity expenses incurred to bring in author/speaker Dale McGowan for the 
Parenting Beyond Belief Symposium held on August 26, 2017.  The Symposium was 
attended by 65 adults and 25 children.  The children were entertained and kept busy in 
a separate program while their parents participated in the Symposium.  During the 
Symposium, $666 was raised from a silent auction and donations from attendees.   
 

Every weekend at the HLC coffees we pass a bowl around for donations and the 
amount collected varies greatly depending on the circumstances.   A few members have 
opted for regular electronic donations to the treasury finding this more convenient than 
cash donations at weekly coffee.  These electronic donations will help us better project 
income and remind us that each new member may have a new idea for ways to donate.  
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Resources and Financial Management (continued) 

In addition to fundraising for specific events and projects, HLC has begun exploring 
ways to raise money for general operating expenses.  To this end, we have researched 
the amount of money we would need in order to open an endowment fund at the 
Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation.  One of our members is planning to hold 
a gathering of individuals who have been identified as supporters of humanism and are 
potential donors 

 

Summary of Finances for 2016-2017 

The balance sheet for the past year shows that expenses were covered by donations, 

dues and sales.   Facebook ads, radio ads and MeetUp were used to promote events 

and to communicate with existing members as well as to identify and communicate with 

potential members.  T-shirts and stickers were printed to sell or distribute at community 

events.   To date, we have not developed metrics to analyze the cost vs benefit of these 

expenses. The identification of software that would manage such financial analyses plus 

provide website support for membership sign up and dues payments is currently 

underway.   

Expenses Amount   

Facebook Ads $224.79   

Other Ads $580.00   

Printing, T-shirts, Stickers, etc. $1,216.82   

Moline Skeptic Event $446.70   

Parenting Beyond Belief $3,013.00   

Science Equipment Donation $966.24   

Other Donation $175.00   

Overhead: Meetup, Rentals, etc. $223.40   

Total $6,845.95   

      

Donations and Sales Amount Date 

Balance as of 11/1/2016 $1,167.97 11/1/2016 

Donations, Dues and Sales $8,300.75 
11/1/016 to 
8/30/2017 

Balance as of 9/1/2017 $2,622.77   
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Public Relations 

It has been a busy and productive year for the Humanists of Linn County with regard to 
public relations and media exposure. We were able to generate positive publicity   both 
locally and nationally through use of press releases, social media, and relationship-
building with various members of the Fourth Estate. Hosting our first Reason on the Hill 
Day at the Iowa Capitol, having the first Humanist invocation in the Iowa House of 
Representatives, donating science equipment to Roosevelt Middle School; these all 
garnered attention from the press and helped us increase our exposure to the 
community. Having members who produce (Joe Stutler, Public Relations) and moderate 
(Alan Diehl, VP) Ethical Perspectives On The News helps us ensure our perspectives 
are included when considering topics and panelists for the show and furthers our 
exposure.  Our membership in the Inter Religious Council of Linn County and partnering 
with their various faith traditions members allows us to showcase our values and gain 
the respect and admiration of many in the faith communities. Additionally, we made our 
first advertising buy this past year, promoting our Parenting Beyond Belief workshop on 
Iowa Public Radio. 
 
Religious leaders, members share support, prayers for refugees and immigrants 
http://www.thegazette.com/subject/life/people-places/religious-leaders-members-share-support-
prayers-for-refugees-and-immigrants-20170216 
 
Atheist, humanist invocations planned at Iowa Statehouse 
http://www.thegazette.com/subject/opinion/blogs/lynda-waddington/atheist-humanist-
invocations-planned-at-iowa-statehouse-20170402 
 
Parenting a freethinker made easier 
http://www.thegazette.com/subject/opinion/blogs/lynda-waddington/parenting-a-freethinker-
made-easier-20170825 
 
Humanists of Linn County Raise $1,000 for Science Equipment 
https://unitedcor.org/humanist-ethics-action/ 
 
Iowa Humanists and Atheists Hold “Reason on the Hill” and Call for the Inclusion of All 
Iowans 
https://thehumanist.com/commentary/iowa-humanists-atheists-hold-reason-hill-call-inclusion-
iowans 
 
Humanist Tells Iowa Legislators, During Invocation, to Make Wise Decisions “In the 
Name of Good”  
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/2017/04/19/humanist-tells-iowa-legislators-during-
invocation-to-make-wise-decisions-in-the-name-of-good/ 
 
Iowa Cities Issue National Day of Reason Proclamations 
https://americanhumanist.org/press-releases/iowa-cities-issue-national-day-reason-
proclamations/ 

 
Humanists give to science 
http://cbs2iowa.com/news/local/humanists-give-to-science 
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Public Relations (continued) 

Iowa Humanists and Atheists Hold "Reason on the Hill" and Call for the Inclusion of All 
Iowans 
https://www.newswire.com/news/iowa-humanists-and-atheists-hold-reason-on-the-hill-and-call-
for-the-19294683 
 
Linn County Board of Supervisors issue Diversity Proclamation 
http://www.kcrg.com/content/news/Linn-County-Board-of-Supervisors-issue-Diversity-
Proclamation-413182663.html 
 
Humanists of Linn County want to make a difference in the community they value 
http://www.thegazette.com/subject/life/people-places/humanists-of-linn-county-want-to-make-a-
difference-in-the-community-they-value-we-want-people-to-know-you-can-do-good-without-god-
20160723 

 

Looking Forward 

The Humanists of Linn County will begin year three by supporting the non-theist 

members of our community in a number of ways.  We will continue to promote the 

Annual Symposium and the Science in Schools donation, and will help grow our affiliate 

Freethinking Families of Linn County, a group which provides a secular forum and 

resource for activities with other secular families. These have proven very popular, 

provide educational and social support for all ages, and are targeted for expansion as 

resources increase.   Our long term goals of increasing membership and establishing 

endowments will assist with this expansion as well as other needs as they are 

determined.    We will also continue to work through two Cedar Rapids monument 

issues—the removal of a Ten Commandments monument from city property or the 

addition of a Humanist monument,  and the addition of a monument to atheist Veterans 

to the All Veterans Memorial Park next to Veterans Memorial Stadium.  A new event--

Private Caffeinated Chinwag- permits larger groups to meet for coffee and a more open 

discussion of secular concerns so that new or prospective members can find out who 

we are and what we do. Based on the success of this format we will invite state and 

local political figures to increase productive dialogue related to community issues.  Our 

VP, Alan Diehl, as liaison to the Inter-Religious Council, will take advantage of public 

speaking and media opportunities to increase visibility of HLC and build partnerships in 

our county.   For example, Alan was made aware of volunteer opportunities at the Willis 

Dady Overflow Shelter and assisted there twice during this past year, an experience 

that increased HLC interest in becoming involved with that organization. Our members 

are on the lookout for ways to support the security and diversity of non-theists in Linn 

County including participation in parades, support /protest gatherings and distribution of 

our “Shape Your Own Life” promotional materials. A focus of our group is to incorporate 

such opportunities into our annual calendar when possible.    
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Board of Directors 2016-2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Connie Clancey 

Secretary 

 

Alan Diehl 

Vice President 

Paul Pompi 

Treasurer 

 

Adam Blyth 

Board Member  
At Large  

 

Marcia Swift 

Board Member  
At Large  

 

Roxanne Gissler  

President 

Joe Stutter 

Public Relations 

Director 

Derek Nolen 

Fundraiser 
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2017 
Annual Report 

          OCTOBER 23, 2016 - OCTOBER 14, 2017 

 

Connect With Us!  

(319) 423 9440  |  info@hlcia.org 

file:///C:/ï¿¼https/::www.facebook.com:SocialSolutionsInc
https://twitter.com/SocialSolutions

