
Minutes of February 22, 2018 Humanists of Linn County Meeting  

 

Present:  Alan Diehl, Marcia Swift, Paul Pompi, Adam Blyth, Jim Ketchum, Joe Stutler, Haley Hegland 

 

The minutes of the 1/25/18 meeting were approved in a motion made by Joe and seconded by Adam.  

 

The minutes of the Executive Board session of 1/25/18 were amended to state, “A number of occasions 

of alleged harassment were described in the report.”  With this amendment the minutes were approved 

in a motion made by Marcia and seconded by Joe. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Paul reported a balance of $6,680.  $478 for Science in the Schools has been raised 

thus far.  We plan to extend the fundraising into March.  The project has been posted on FB and we will 

continue to reboost it.  Jim volunteered to do research on APLOS, especially in terms of its capacity for 

people to make donations online.   

 

President’s Report:  Alan has developed a framework on Workplace for committees to use to 

communicate with each other.  He sees the work groups as flowing from our Mission Statement and the 

goals of HLC.  He sees 3 aspects to our work; do good; promote humanism; and build a vibrant 

community within our organization.   

 

Fundraising Committee:  Jim reported the committee met and discussed sources of funding for the 

Science in the Schools project.  Alan suggested that A.J. Plummer may be a good member for this 

committee as he does fundraising at his place of work.  PayPal was brought up as one mechanism for 

making online donations.  Hayley volunteered to do some research on this and report it to Jim.   

 

Volunteer Partnership Committee.  Connie has taken the lead on organizing the contributions for the 

meals at the Willis Dady Shelter.  Charlie Pressley is a new member and has been involved with 

providing meals at the shelter.  We received positive feedback from the shelter in that we stayed and 

served the meal and talked with the participants.  We are serving dinner at the overflow shelter again 

on 3/11.   

 

Website/Media Committee:  Adam is working on developing a podcast with Tyler.  Alan suggested that 

Diane and Ryan Benjamin might be helpful on this committee.   

 



Social Justice Advocacy Committee:  Marcia will work with Joe on planning for Reason on the Hill Day on 

4/10.  We want to be cognizant of events and situations that happen locally where we can have a 

secular viewpoint and input.  The Invocation will be given in the House and Senate at the same time by a 

Humanist.   

 

Free Thinking Families:  Hayley reported their group is serving lunch at the shelter on 3/11.  Hayley 

reports she will have a planning session with the parents for what they want to do in the summer.  

Hayley is the administrator of the Free Thinking Families FB page.  Discussion was held on how we can 

share the FTF page with the public shareable page, and our private group.   

 

Discussion was held on making sure that former Board members are removed from access to all our 

online documents.  This has been done for the two recently resigned Board members. 

 

Annual Symposium:  We need to begin thinking about a subject matter, speakers, and venues.  A 

Symposium Work Group needs to be established.  Alecia Peyton was a suggestion for this work group. 

 

Marcia brought up a comment on FB by one of our members about a speech one of our elected officials 

gave at the gun violence vigil.  This member was offended because the elected official used god and 

prayer in his speech and she planned to discuss it with him.   

She asked if HLC was going to respond.  We discussed how we do not want to alienate our allies and that 

the speaker has his own faith but he is welcoming of other faiths including humanists.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

 

Submitted By, 

Marcia Swift 

Acting Secretary 


