
2018-08 (August) Minutes of the Open board meeting of Humanists of Linn 
County 
  

The regular Open Board meeting of the Humanists of Linn County was called to order at 6:11P.M. on 
Thursday, August 9, 2018, at Noodles, Collins Road.  Vice-President Alan Diehl presided, and the 
Secretary was present.  A quorum was present.     
 
The minutes of the July Open Board meeting were reviewed, and Joe moved that they be approved.  The 
motion passed.   
 
The treasurer reported a balance of $6939.64 with $5939.64 remaining after $1000 paid to Wilson 
Middle School for the Science in Schools award:  $814.95 for Pro-bots and $185.05 to assist with the 
expense of a science field trip to Kirkwood.   Marcia will give invoices to Paul who will write the checks 
to Wilson.   Marcia moved that the Treasurer’s report be approved.  The motion passed.    
 
The treasurer reported these other accomplishments:  1)  PayPal may now be used to make payments or 
donations to HLC using the email address treasurer@hlcia.org;  2)  HLC is registered with AmazonSmile 
and may be specified by a shopper with an Amazon account to receive donations as purchases are made  
at the Amazon site.  This is a donation from Amazon, not the shopper, and occurs automatically once 
the shopper has designated HLC as the AmazonSmile recipient.  Links are available on FB and Twitter for 
AmazonSmile.   
 
The treasurer reports that the FACEBOOK ‘DONATE’ button, does not seem to be working yet.  We 
would like to be able to accept donations from anyone visiting the HLC FB page or donations from 
people wishing to support events announced there.   Work continues on this problem. 
 
WORKGROUP/COMMITTEE/AFFILIATE REPORTS 
 

Social Justice Advocacy—Science in Schools award and presentation planning (see treasurer’s 
report).  
 
Website and Social Media—HLC website was created using WordPress (HLCIA.org).  It is not 
being maintained or updated.  Tyler is organizing our web and social media presence and would 
like to switch to Squarespace since he uses this for his other web/blog activities.  Squarespace 
would use the HLCIA.org domain name and the public could be funneled to HLCIA.org via social 
media links or by search. Videos of activities/meetings or live feeds could be accessed there.  
Communications with members (such as a library of board meeting minutes) could be 
maintained there as well.   An $18 monthly fee gains us posting and business capabilities, so 
information, education and announcements could be made there and membership fees, 
donations or payments for merchandise could be accepted. Tyler can train us to use 
Squarespace for our various needs.  Adam moved that we purchase a 1-year membership to 
Squarespace for $18/month paid annually.  The motion passed.  
 
For HCL private site activities such as communication among board members, committee or 
workgroup members for project planning, task assignments and creation of document libraries, 
Tyler recommends Trello, a free site.  We have been using Workplace, a free product of 
Facebook but are not completely happy with it.   We also have a shared folder on Google Drive.  
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We are looking for a single place that we all can access and share information on a need to know 
basis—i.e. every user need not see every post on every topic. Tyler will coach us on use of Trello 
and tells us that links can be created to Google Docs or other sites such that Trello becomes a 
central location for all information and files.  We will become familiar with Trello and discuss 
needs and preferences at a later date.  
 
HLC Social Media—Tyler will manage our website, FB, Twitter, and Meet Up accounts, 
requesting items or assistance as needed.  
 
Volunteer and Partner Relations— Over the summer, we have partnered with Willis Dady to 
provide meals for a new ‘focus group’ or brainstorming session with residents to discover ways 
in which Willis Dady can help them transition to jobs and residences.  Providing meals for a 6pm 
focus group discussion is intended to allow residents to come directly from work and relax, eat 
and discuss, thereby increasing participation. We drop off the meals and supplies making a 
minimal weeknight time commitment for HLC participants as well. We have delivered one meal 
(big success!) and are signed up to deliver 2 more.  The focus group meets every 2 weeks and we 
are bringing meals every 4-6 weeks. All food and supplies are donated by participating HLC or 
Freethinking Families members. We will discuss volunteer and partnering opportunities at the 
annual meeting to get membership feedback on this commitment for the upcoming year.  
 
Adopt a Highway road clean up will be scheduled for mid-September so feedback on this activity 
may be discussed at the annual meeting as well.  
 
Fundraising—no update 
 
Membership—Our intention to have a membership drive the week prior to the Annual Meeting 
(tentative date:   10/7/2018) was revisited because new members would not be able to vote in 
the election of board members conducted at that meeting.  The Bylaws specify that person must 
be a member for 90 days prior to the election to be able to vote and that a voting member must 
have up-to-date paid membership.   If a new member paid dues just prior to the annual 
meeting, he/she would still be denied a vote which would probably work against involvement in 
other organizational activities.   Changes to the Bylaws must be voted on by the membership so 
changing the 90-day rule would have no impact on this year’s new members.   Instead of 
changing the 90-day rule, it was decided that we link the membership drive to a large event held 
in the spring or summer.  Note that you need not be a paid member to attend the annual 
meeting.  Anyone can attend but only those meeting eligibility criteria may vote.   
 
A change to the Bylaws was requested:  where the word ‘congregation’ appears, change it to 
something more secular.  Suggestions will be made prior to the election.  
 
Nominations/elections—On 9/15 the Nominations committee intends to send voting members a 
notice of the annual meeting and a sample ballot.  The ballot will include recommendations for 
board positions and any proposed changes to the Bylaws. These items will be finalized at 
September board meeting. 
 
Freethinking Families—The Facebook page has seen activity and served to organize events for 
group members.  Volleyball season is currently under discussion, but a team may not be formed 
this year.   



 
 
OTHER BOARD BUSINESS 
 

Annual Meeting—The planning committee has reserved space at the Marion Library for 1-5 pm 
on October 7, 2018.  The meeting will be scheduled from 2-4 pm, leaving an hour for set up and 
tear down of tables, etc.   During the annual meeting there will be a scheduled break with light 
refreshments.   A drawing for provided prizes will be held during the meeting as well.  Joe will 
handle refreshments and an RSVP will be requested to plan refreshments, supplies.  The fact 
that childcare will not be provided will be clearly states so parents can plan accordingly.  The 
meeting will follow a ‘what have we done? what is a humanist? what should we do?”  format 
with an introductory presentation reviewing past educational events, social and community 
service activities, etc., and the website will be unveiled.  It is hoped that an interactive 
discussion will follow that includes member feedback, brainstorming and a discussion of 
boundaries/focus for organizational vision and activities.  Tyler moved that a $250 budget be 
available for the meeting and the motion was approved. 
 
Carl Sagan birthday party—The party has been scheduled for 11/8 (Carl Sagan’s actual birth date 
of 11/9 not available) from 6-8 pm.  Marcia moved that the $30 reservation fee for the Eastern 
Iowa Observatory be paid by HLC.  Note that expense of the party will be $2 per attendee so we 
will pay balance due at the event. The motion was passed.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Connie Clancey, Secretary 
 
 
 
 


