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Message from the Acting President 
This last year has been a year of change for the Humanists 
of Linn County (HLC). Although we have experienced many 
challenges, I am confident in the direction and future of our 
organization! As you will see in this report, we have been 
busy doing good and making a positive difference in our 
community all while promoting Humanism.  
 
Of course, the key to the growth and development of any 
organization is its people. The theme of this annual meeting 

is “Shape Your Own Life”. We want everyone that becomes a part of HLC to 
realize they, as an individual, are valued and play a vital role in making HLC what 
it will be in the future. We are not about one person or idea. It is about each of us 
working together, bringing our own strengths, passions, and ideas to create a 
vibrant community.  
 
This annual report highlights many of the activities that our committed volunteers 
made happen over the past year. It is through the kindness and generosity of our 
membership that we have been able to help others and build a supportive, 
secular community within Linn County. I hope you will consider becoming a part!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alan Diehl 
Acting President of Humanists of Linn County  
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Who We Are 

Vision 
We envision a world where being good without a god is an accepted and 
respected way of life, where science, reason, compassion, and creativity guide 
both public policy and personal accountability and where contributions to the 
greater good of humanity and the planet allow all individuals to lead ethical lives 
of personal fulfilment. 

Mission 
Our mission is to create a supportive and vibrant non-theist community in 
Eastern Iowa through secular education, community, and political activism and 
the promotion of reason, compassion, and critical thinking. 
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Programs 

Freethinking Families of Linn County 
Freethinking Families of Linn County is a social group for parents who are raising 
their children without religion in Linn County, IA. This affiliate group formed to 
help build a secular community for young families. Parents are encouraged to 
participate in or lead our social activities, playdates, and community volunteer 
work. This group also maintains a secular lending library with illustrated books for 
children and resource books for parents. To join Freethinking Families, please go 
to: https://www.facebook.com/groups/FreethinkingFamiliesLC/  

Science In Schools 
Our Science in Schools program raises money to donate new science equipment 
to one middle school in Linn County each year. Teachers select equipment which 
will create an exciting exploratory learning environment that facilitates 
development of critical thinking skills. 
 

    
 
In 2018, we donated $1,000 to Wilson Middle School toward their efforts to 
increase students understanding of computer science. Our financial support 
provided for the purchase of robotic equipment used in STEM teaching and the 
development of coding skills in students. 
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HLC Weekend Coffee Edition 
This has been our most popular social event over the last several years! 
Conversations are usually related to group business or current events. Topics 
are often political, but are also far-ranging. These are currently being held at The 
Blue Strawberry and Mr. Beans. 

Skeptics in the Pub 
Skeptics in the Pub is a Friday after work social gathering hosted by Adam Blyth 
in association with Humanists of Linn County. This has been a great forum for 
people to discuss a wide variety of topics while enjoying good food and drink. 
These are usually held the first Friday of every month. 

Social Justice Advocacy 
Humanists of Linn County organized the second Reason On The Hill Day at the 
Iowa State Capitol building in Des Moines. Representatives from Tri-State 
Humanists and Humanist Society of Iowa also participated with HLC in providing 
information on humanism and our promotion of reason, compassion, and critical 
thinking in making policy decisions. The first ever secular invocation in the Iowa 
Senate was conducted by a member of HLC. 
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Social Justice Advocacy (Continued) 
 
Humanists of Linn County participated at CR Pridefest 2018 with a booth and 
information on humanism and our organization.  It was a highly successful day 
with many Pridefest attendees stopping by to learn more about our group and 
how they can become involved. 
 

 

Volunteer and Partner Relations 
This program was new in 2018 and was initiated to explore the ways in which our 
group could serve Linn County residents in need. We formed a partnership with 
Willis Dady Homeless Services and our first event was a pillow drive which 
provided 60 comfy pillows to residents of the shelter. The need for meals, 
however, soon emerged as a priority, both at the main location and the overflow 
location open during colder months. Between February and August we served an 
estimated 200 dinners (providing entrées, sides, desserts, beverages, plates, 
utensils, etc) between both locations, learning much along the way about 
coordinating preparation and delivery of foods among busy members. As we are 
able, we will expand our volunteer activities both with Willis Dady and other Linn 
County secular groups or services. 
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Summary of Activities 
October 2017 

● Annual business meeting on 10/15/17 at Karma Coffee Café, Cedar Rapids, IA. 
● VP Alan Diehl serves as moderator for the Inter-Religious Council of Linn 

County’s “Ethical Perspective on the News” discussion “The Las Vegas 
Massacre: How Do We Respond?” 

November 2017 
● Carl Sagan’s Star-Gazing Birthday Party was held on 11/9 at the Eastern Iowa 

Observatory in Ely, IA. 
● President Rocky Gissler spoke at an Iowa State University Atheists and 

Agnostics event. 
● VP Alan Diehl participated in the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving service “Creating 

a Welcoming Community “sponsored by Inter-Religious Council of Linn County 
and held at the Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church in Cedar Rapids, IA. 

● Adopt A Highway Fall Clean Up 
● VP Alan Diehl hosted “End of Life Discussion Series: Medical and Legal 

Decisions” sponsored by Med Quarter Regional Medical District and held at the 
First Lutheran Church in Cedar Rapids, IA. 

● VP Alan Diehl serves as moderator for the Inter-Religious Council of Linn 
County’s “Ethical Perspective on the News” discussion “End of Life Care”. 

December 2017 
● Winter Is Coming / Saturnalia / Festivus/ Human Light / Etc Potluck was held 
● VP Alan Diehl serves as moderator for the Inter-Religious Council of Linn 

County’s “Ethical Perspective on the News” discussion “Should Cedar Rapids be 
in the Hotel Business?” 

January 2018 
● Donated 66 pillows to Willis Dady Homeless Shelter. 
● Attended Leadership Summit in Grinnell to create Iowa Coalition of Reason - a 

statewide resource for non-theist groups in Iowa. 
● Hosted a screening of the documentary “Losing Our Religion” at Collins Road 

Theaters, Cedar Rapids, IA. 
● Was represented at the “If You Can’t Hear Our Voice, Hear Our Vote” Rally in 

Des Moines and held on the anniversary of the Women’s March of 2017. 
● VP Alan Diehl hosted “Know Your Neighbor “ as part of a series of discussions of 

faith traditions sponsored by Inter-Religious Council of Linn County and held at 
the Cedar Rapids Public Library. 
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● VP Alan Diehl serves as moderator for the Inter-Religious Council of Linn 
County’s “Ethical Perspective on the News” discussion “The Future of Iowa 
Public Schools”. 

February 2018 
● Prepared and served meals for Willis Dady Homeless Shelter. 
● VP Alan Diehl hosted “Know Your Neighbor “ as part of a series of discussions of 

faith traditions sponsored by Inter-Religious Council of Linn County and held at 
the Cedar Rapids Public Library. 

● Selected Wilson Middle School as this year’s recipient of Science in Schools 
award and began fundraising. Pi Day presentation rescheduled for September. 

March 2018 
● Prepared and served a meal for Willis Dady Homeless Shelter. 
● VP Alan Diehl serves as moderator for the Inter-Religious Council of Linn 

County’s “Ethical Perspective on the News” discussion “Should the Bible be 
Taught in Public Schools?”. 

April 2018 
● Joe Stutler gave first Humanist invocation to the State Senate. 
● HLC co-hosted the second annual Reason on the Hill Day at the state capitol. 
● VP Alan Diehl serves as moderator for the Inter-Religious Council of Linn 

County’s “Ethical Perspective on the News” discussion “Is the World Becoming a 
Better Place?” 

May 2018 
● Received Day of Reason Proclamations from the State of Iowa with invitation to 

signing on 5/22 
July 2018 

● Table at Cedar Rapids PrideFest, NewBo City Market. 
● Prepared and served a meal for Willis Dady Homeless Shelter. 

August 2018 
● Prepared and served a meal for Willis Dady Homeless Shelter. 

September 2018 
● Adopt a Highway Clean Fall Clean Up. 

 
  

9 



 

Resources and Financial Management 

Membership 
The cost of a membership in HLC is $20 ($10 for retirees and students). 
Currently there are 40 paid members in HLC. Only paid members who have 
joined at least 90 days prior to the Annual Meeting will have voting rights at the 
meeting.  
 
HLC is in the process of developing a website where members can pay their 
dues online. Membership solicitation materials have been developed and are 
used at coffees, symposiums, meetings, and tabling events. 

Fundraising 
One of our largest fundraising efforts this year was the Science in Schools 
initiative where we raised the total $1,000 from within our membership. In 
addition to financial donations, HLC received in kind donations, which allowed 
the organization to provide multiple meals to individuals in need at the Willis 
Dady emergency and overflow shelters.  
 
Donations for the organization’s general fund are accepted in person at any of 
our regular meetups. We also recently opened a new online donation option that 
allows for recurring donations. It can be found at https://donorbox.org/hlc-donate. 
 
For those of you who use Amazon for online purchases, you can now support 
Humanists of Linn County by having a small portion of your eligible purchases 
donated to the organization. You can do this by visiting this address 
http://bit.ly/hlc-amazon-smile to set HLC as your chosen charity. 
 
We want to extend a special thank you to the Tucker Foundation and Niles and 
Carol Ross for making substantial donations to the organization this year.  
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Summary of Finances for 2017-2018 

 
Expenses Amount 

Advertising 82.85 

Printing 492.74 

Donations Made 1,246.21 

Food, Entertainment 465.67 

Science in the Schools 1,000.00 

Overhead: Meetup, Rentals, etc 537.63 

Movie Night Event at Collins Rd 
Theatre 916.05 

Outreach 181.96 

Total 4,923.11 

 
Incoming Donations and Sales Amount 

Starting Balance 10/1/17 4,745.60 

Incoming Donations 10/1/17 to 
9/30/18 5,920.37 

Expenses 4,923.11 

Balance as of 10/1/2018 5,742.86 
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Public Relations 
 

 
 
Group Donates Pillows to Homeless Shelters (Sunday, January 7th 2018) 
https://www.kcrg.com/content/news/Group-donates-pillows-to-homeless-shelters-
468261743.html 
 
Humanist Group Hosts Special Showing (“Losing Our Religion” Screening at 
Collins Road Theater on Sunday, January 21st 2018) 
http://www.mariontoday.org/times/article.php?id=7437 
 
State of Iowa Declares a National Day of Reason (Participated in association 
with Eastern Iowa Coalition of Reason on May 23rd, 2018) 
http://nationaldayofreason.org/2018/state-of-iowa-declares-a-national-day-of-reas
on-2/ 
 
Thank You From Willis Dady (May 23rd, 2018) 
https://www.facebook.com/HumanistsLinnCo/photos/a.910986018945911/18996
74576743712/?type=3&theater 
 
Rise For Climate Action (VP Alan Diehl participated on Saturday, September 
15th 2018) 
http://homegrowniowan.com/photos-rise-for-climate-action/ 
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Looking Forward 
The coming year offers us many opportunities to expand our reach and increase 
our impact on our community. HLC plans to continue the successes we had in 
2018 as well as gather input from our members to better gauge the priorities of 
our organization for the upcoming year. The new website will serve as a valuable 
resource for communicating with our members and promoting our activities. It will 
supplement our continued digital outreach through other platforms like Facebook 
and Meetup. 
 
Over the coming year we plan to increase the promotion of our events to help 
strengthen our in-person meetups. We hope that with improved marketing we will 
increase engagement, social connectedness, and community outreach within our 
organization. Our community works best when we can network face to face and 
build lasting relationships and traditions. Building on the foundation of our 
existing weekly coffee meetups may offer new ways for us to expand our 
membership and incentivize repeat attendance. 
 
The annual symposium held in 2017 was a huge success, and will be a priority 
event again in 2019. If you are interested in helping with this event or want to join 
the planning committee, please email: board@hlcia.org 
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Board of Directors 

 
Roxanne Gissler 

 
President through January 

2018 

 
Alan Diehl 

 
Vice President through 

January 2018 
 

Acting President January - 
Current 

 
Connie Clancey 

 
Secretary 

 
Paul Pompi 

 
Board Member At Large 
through January 2018 

 
Treasurer January - 

Current 

 

 
Derek Nolen 

 
Treasurer through 

January 2018 

 
Joe Stutler 

 
Public Relations Director 
through September 2018 

 
Adam Blyth 

 
Board Member At Large 
through September 2018 

 
Marcia Swift 

 
Board Member At Large 

 

 
Jim Ketchum 

 
Fundraiser 

 
Hayley Hegland 

 
Board Member At Large -  

Family Coordinator 

 
Tyler Owen 

 
Board Member At Large June - 

Current 

14 



 

 
 

Building community with secular values 
 

 
facebook.com/HumanistsLinnCo 

meetup.com/Humanists-of-Linn-County 
 

contact@hlcia.org 
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